
 While the Watertown Winter Farm Show 
may look a little different this year, Eileen 
Kraemer believes it may be just the boost 
people need to get them through. 
 “It has definitely been a tough year, 
and I hope people just stay connected,” 
said Kraemer, a long-time Ag Committee 
member who will be honored during the 
76th Annual Watertown Winter Farm Show.
 “One thing I’ve always admired about the 
Ag Committee is the way they adapt and 
make things work,” she said.
 The Watertown Area Chamber of 
Commerce Ag Committee, which organizes 
the Watertown Winter Farm Show, annually 
honors an individual or family who has 
spent years contributing to its success by 
dedicating the Farm Show to their name. 
This year, two individuals will share the 
honor -- Eileen Kraemer of Watertown and 
Larry Dahl of rural Estelline.
 The 76th Watertown Winter Farm Show 
is scheduled for February 10-13, 2021, at the 
Codington County Extension Complex.
 Kraemer, an account specialist at Farm 
Credit Services of America, recently 
marked her 34th year with the company. 
Her ag career is a natural extension of her 
upbringing.
 “Milking cows and hauling bales builds 
character from a young age,” said Kraemer 
who grew up with six siblings on a dairy/
grain farm near Webster. 
 Kraemer’s work with the Watertown 
Winter Farm Show began by helping 

with setup and tear-down of the exhibitor 
booths. She’s also helped clean out stalls 
in the livestock barn and served coffee and 
rolls to the livestock exhibitors. 
 “Some great stories have been told while 
folding curtains during the tear-down 
process,” she said. 
 While she has served on the Ag 
Committee since 1992, Kraemer said she 
was surprised when fellow committee 
members Chuck Langner and Keith Mack 
recently stopped by her office.
 “I thought they were going to give me 
heck because I’ve missed a few too many 
meetings (due to the pandemic),” she said. 
“It was a complete shocker when they told 
me I’d been selected for the 2021 dedication.”
 Kraemer said that it is humbling to share 
the Farm Show dedication honor with all 
the folks who have been recognized during 
the history of the Watertown Winter Farm 
Show, as well as with Larry Dahl who will 
share the distinction in 2021.
 In addition to helping wherever she has 
been needed at the Watertown Winter Farm 
Show, Kraemer has also coordinated the Ag 
Committee’s Farm Business Banquet for the 
past 26 years. And she works behind the 
scenes at the 4-H BBQ. 
 Kraemer and her husband, Arvid, have 
been married 39 years. They have two grown 
children, Lacey (Kenny) Weber and Kyle 
(Shelby) Kraemer -- and six grandchildren. 
In her free time, she enjoys going for walks, 
camping with her family and fishing. 

 “We also enjoy attending our grandkids’ 
events or just getting some grandma and 
grandpa time with the grandkids,” she said.
 Tim Sheehan, president and CEO of the 
Watertown Area Chamber of Commerce, 
said attending the Watertown Winter 
Farm Show continues to be a tradition for 
many families from Watertown and the 
surrounding area.
 “So many people recognize Eileen, and 
it’s our pleasure to honor her as a long-
standing friend of the Watertown Winter 
Farm Show in 2021,” he said.
 While Kraemer appreciates the 
recognition, she credits the Ag Committee 
for the continued success of the Watertown 
Winter Farm Show. 
 “The Ag Committee has a strong passion 
for making the Farm Show successful, so 
the committee is always looking at ways 
to improve the show and stay with the 
changing times,” said Kraemer. 
 Even with the added challenges of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Kraemer believes the 
2021 Watertown Winter Farm Show could 
be more important than ever. 
 “People need to stay connected. Reach 
out to your neighbors, family and friends to 
see how they are doing. Support each other 
and talk things through,” she said.
 “The Watertown Winter Farm Show 
connects a lot of people every year -- but 
even if you can’t attend, stay connected with 
people and empathize with what others are 
going through.”
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